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Livability: “The sum of the factors that add up to a 
community’s quality of life – including the built and 
natural environments, economic prosperity, social 
stability, equality, educational opportunity, and cultural, 
entertainment and recreation possibilities.” 
(Partners for Livable Communities)



Resilience: “The ability to prepare and plan for, absorb, 
recover from, and more successfully adapt to adverse 
events.” (Urban Land Institute)



Resilient strategies are good for both a community 
citizens and businesses as they help manage risk, 
protect lives, maintain or increase property values 
and associated revenues, and enhance livability.
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http://resilientshelby.com
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Making Room for The River
Shelby County Application Overview and Key Points

• Protect lives and improve quality of life through creation of 
wetlands and other flood storage to protect communities and 
create green assets.

• Reduce community burden of vacancy and vulnerable 
housing by removing residents from homes at risk of 
continued flooding and developing a vacant lot program to 
reduce 47% vacancy rates in Memphis.

• Establish connectivity to opportunities and community assets, 
building on the regional Greenprint with nearly 30 miles of 
new trails or bike paths connecting to green space, housing 
and jobs.

• Implement the regional sustainability plan integrating 
scalable, resilient solutions by creating innovative solutions to 
flood prone communities along Greenprint corridors.

http://resilientshelby.com
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Simon Sinek

WHY – Your Purpose
Your motivation? What do you believe?

HOW – Your Process
Specific actions taken to realize your Why

WHAT – Your Result
What do you do? The result of Why. Proof
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